
T h e  O n t a r io  L a n d  S u r v e y o r ,  JANUARY 1974 7

continued from page 5

By-Law 73-3 (concerning fields of 
competence of OLS): Generally, the 
group, while recognizing the purpose of 
the compilation of such information as 
was required in the recent questionnaire, 
were inclined to submit that, since, upon 
being licensed, they were held to be 
q u a lif ie d  in  th e  v a r io u s  a s p e c ts  o f 
surveying, they are still so qualified, and 
do not wish to flatly categorize them
selves as “ only cadastral surveyors” , etc.

Guest speaker: Our guest was Doug 
Beasley of ACSTTO, who spoke con
cerning the problems, options and 
further actions of that organization. For 
in s ta n c e , in c o r p o ra t io n  u n d e r  th e  
Labor Act, rather than the ACSTTO 
Act, has been proposed, the general aim 
being, consistent with increased tech
nical training, to have more status and 
recognition in Ontario and other prov
inces. It was suggested that ACSTTO 
publish wage guide-lines for various 
categories, for the guidance of surveying 
firms.

Finally, it was decided to forego, in 
most cases, the usual toast to the Queen. 
Most of our meetings are quite informal. 
It seems i:o many lese-majeste to toast 
Her Majesty in tomato juice, or, even 
worse, Freshie, and, as we all know, 
surveyors seldom drink anything stronger.

This meeting concluded a most suc
c e ss fu l y e a r fo r  th is  g ro u p  w h ich , 
although widely scattered, has main
ta in e d  a la rg e  a t te n d a n c e  a t  o u r 
meetings.

South Western's 
Year in Brief

Annual Meeting of the South Western 
Regional Group was held in London 
January 13,1973. Officers elected for the 
year 1973 were John B. Dodd, Chairman; 
John Smeeton, Vice Chairman; Jack 
Webster, Secretary-Treasurer; Lorraine 
Setterington, John Robertson and J. G. 
Rupert.

Spring Meeting was held in Strat
ford. The topic of discussion was the 
changes in the Registry and Land Titles 
Acts. The meeting was attended by our 
own membership as well as members of 
the local bar associations. Presentations 
were made by several officials of the 
Land Titles and Registry Offices in the 
province.

The Fall Meeting was held in Lon
don in conjunction with a meeting of 
Council of Management. The various 
regional group chairmen or their repre
sentatives were present. Council met on 
the Friday evening and Saturday morn
ing with the group chairmen and then 
met with the South Western Regional 
Group in the afternoon. The evening of 
Saturday, October 20, ended with a 
dinner dance.

— Cartoon courtesy o f Ministry o f Industry and Tourism

Your Introduction to Photogrammetry
The following introduction to photogrammetry is the first article to be presentedfrom the 
Committee on Photogrammetry, Technical Zone o f  the AOLS, and was reproduced 
with the kind permission o f  the American Society o f  Photogrammetry from  a paper 
entitled, Your Introduction to Photogrammetry and the American Society of Photo
grammetry. It is hoped that this will be only the first in a continuing series which is 
intended to inform the casual observer rather than re-gurgitate papers from  other highly 
technicaljournals.

What is photogrammetry?
The early Greeks found that objects 
could be measured by bending or deflect
ing rays of light. The word photogram
metry is derived from three Greek words; 
photos meaning light, gramma meaning 
something seen or written, and metron 
meaning to measure, or “ light-writing- 
measurement” .

For centuries, man’s knowledge of the 
earth was based on what he could see and 
learn from the ground. With the advent of 
the balloon and the airplane he could rise 
above his surroundings and observe vast 
areas in a completely different perspective.

Leonardo Da Vinci, Albrecht Diirer, 
and others described the principles of 
perspective geometry. Highly accurate 
instruments based on those principles are 
used to obtain reliable information from 
photographs.

Thus photogrammetry means inter
preting and measuring photographic 
images to obtain sizes, shapes, positions, 
and other useful characteristics of physical 
features or objects.

How does photogrammetry work?
Photographs and other kinds of records 

are taken from space, aerial, ground and

underwater platforms. Special instru
ments and procedures are used to measure 
and analyze data.

Some types of information are obtained 
directly by visual interpretation of the 
photographs. Additional information is 
obtained by use of stereophotogrammetry.

For example, in topographic mapping, 
the largest single application, aerial 
photographs are taken in an overlapping 
sequence along planned flight lines. 
Sequential pairs of photographs are then 
projected by highly precise instruments in 
such a way that their original projective 
geometry is preserved. The result is a 
three-dimensional view or stereo image of 
the scene below. From  th a t scene, 
specialists can extract the information 
about natural and manmade features 
needed for a topographic map.

Conventional camera systems depend 
on the presence of reflected light. Special 
sensing devices detect invisible energy in 
the form of infrared heat, radar, radio, and 
sound waves. The sensors record specific 
properties of objects, not visible from the 
ground or on ordinary photographs and 
they have the ability to penetrate fog, haze 
or water. The technology known as remote 
sensing supplements the capabilities of 
conventional photography.


